
FROM: Junichi Takada 
 General Manager, Media & Publicity Department, THE JAPAN RACING ASSOCIATION (JRA) 
DATE: March 29, 2020 

SUBJECT: RESULTS OF THE 50TH TAKAMATSUNOMIYA KINEN (G1) 
The Takamatsunomiya Kinen, one of two G1 championship events for sprinters held by the JRA together with 
the Sprinters Stakes (G1, 1,200m) in autumn, was formerly named Takamatsunomiya Cup in honor of Prince 
Takamatsunomiya who presented the trophy to the winner in 1971. The race was shortened from 2,000 meters 
to 1,200 meters and granted a Japanese Grade 1 status in 1996, then renamed Takamatsunomiya Kinen in 
1998. The first of flat turf G1 events held annually, the race was temporarily shifted to Hanshin Racecourse in 
2011 and was contested over the newly renovated track back at Chukyo in the following year with added 
challenges of an uphill and a longer homestretch exceeding 400 meters. 

The Takamatsunomiya Kinen was designated an international race in 2001 and welcomed its first two foreign 
participants—Disturbingthepeace (13th) and Echo Eddie (17th)—from the U.S. in 2003 and was part of the 
Global Sprint Challenge, the international championship series for sprinters between 2011 and 2017. 
Aerovelocity (NZ, by Pins) from Hong Kong became the first foreign horse to win the race in 2015 and 
Blizzard (AUS, by Starcraft), also from Hong Kong, finished fifth in 2018. 

Last year’s champion, Mr Melody (USA, H5, by Scat Daddy), was planning to commence the current season 
with his first overseas endeavor, the Al Quoz Sprint (G1, 1,200m), in the Dubai World Cup meeting but the 
meeting was called off due to the outbreak of the COVID-19. 

2019 Oka Sho (Japanese 1000 Guineas, G1, 1,600m) winner and Best Three-Year-Old Filly Gran Alegria ran 
her first race after winning the Hanshin Cup (G2, 1,400m; Dec.21) last year. Key contenders from the prep 
races were: from the Silk Road Stakes, A Will a Way (1st), last year’s Sprinters Stakes runner-up Mozu 
Superflare (4th) and 2017 Takamatsunomiya Kinen victor Seiun Kosei (5th); from the Hankyu Hai (G3, 
1,400m; Mar.1), Diatonic (3rd) and 2018 Mile Championship (G1,1,600m) winner Stelvio (5th); and from the 
Ocean Stakes (G3, 1,200m; Mar.7), Danon Smash (1st), Nac Venus (2nd) and last year’s Sprinters Stakes 
champion Tower of London (3rd) . The field also included I Love Tailor and Mozu Ascot who came off a 
win in the Yodo Tankyori Stakes (L, 1,200m; Jan.11) and the February Stakes (G1, dirt, 1,600m; Feb.23), 
respectively, as well as last year’s Victoria Mile (G1, 1,600m) victor Normcore. 
 
THE 50TH TAKAMATSUNOMIYA KINEN (G1) 
4-year-olds & up, 1,200 meters (about 6 furlongs), turf, left-handed 
Sunday, March 29, 2020 Chukyo Racecourse 11th Race Post time: 15:40 
Total prize money: ¥ 281,800,000 (about US$ 2,610,000 <US$1=¥108>) 
4-y-o & up: 57kg (about 126 lbs), 
2kg allowance for Fillies & Mares, 1kg allowance for Southern Hemisphere-bred born in 2016 
Course Record: 1:06.7 Race Record: 1:06.7 [Big Arthur (JPN, by Sakura Bakushin O), 2016] 
Safety factor: 18 runners Going: Yielding Weather: Fine 

FP BK PP 
Horse 
Jockey 

S&A 
Color 
Wgt 

Odds
(Fav)

Margin
(L3F)

Sire 
Dam 

(Dam’s Sire) 

Owner 
Breeder 
Trainer 

1 8 16 
Mozu Superflare (USA) 

Fuma Matsuwaka 

M5 
ch. 

55.0 

32.3

(9) 

1:08.7

(34.5)

Speightstown 
Christies Treasure 
(Belong to Me) 

Capital System Co., Ltd. 
Alpha Delta Stables LLC 
Hidetaka Otonashi 

2 4 8 
Gran Alegria (JPN) 

Kenichi Ikezoe 

F4 
b. 

55.0 

4.1 

(2) 

Nose

(33.1)

Deep Impact 
Tapitsfly 
(Tapit) 

Sunday Racing Co., Ltd. 
Northern Farm 
Kazuo Fujisawa 

3 2 3 
Diatonic (JPN) 

Yuichi Kitamura 

H5 
b. 

57.0 

9.2 

(4) 

Head

(33.7)

Lord Kanaloa 
To Harmony 
(Sunday Silence) 

Silk Racing Co., Ltd. 
Sakai Bokujo 
Takayuki Yasuda 

4 6 11 
Kurino Gaudi (JPN) 

Ryuji Wada 

C4 
ch. 

57.0 

64.6

(15)

DQ&P

(33.8)

Screen Hero 
Kurino Billionaire 
(Diablo) 

Hiroharu Kurimoto 
Hiroharu Kurimoto 
Norio Fujisawa 

5 8 
17 

B 

Shivaji (USA) 

Yusuke Fujioka 

H5 
ch. 

57.0 

40.0

(12)

2 

(33.1)

First Samurai 
Indian Bay 
(Indian Charlie) 

Kanayama Holdings Co., Ltd. 
Hinkle Farms 
Kenji Nonaka 



6 4 
7 

B 

Groove It (JPN) 

Yasunari Iwata 

C4 
b. 

57.0 

40.1

(13)

Nose

(33.2)

Lord Kanaloa 
Special Groove 
(Special Week) 

U. Carrot Farm 
Northern Racing 
Mikio Matsunaga 

7 6 12 
Seiun Kosei (JPN) 

Hideaki Miyuki 

H7 
ch. 

57.0 

22.8

(6) 

Neck

(34.4)

Admire Moon 
Observant 
(Capote) 

Shigeyuki Nishiyama 
Sakurai Bokujo 
Hiroyuki Uehara 

8 2 4 
Teehaff (JPN) 

Yusaku Kokubun 

H10 
ch. 

57.0 

304.2

(17)

Nose

(33.8)

Storming Home 
Birjand 
(Green Desert) 

Godolphin 
Darley Japan K. K 
Katsuichi Nishiura 

9 1 1 
Stelvio (JPN) 

Genki Maruyama 

H5 
b. 

57.0 

24.8

(7) 

1 

(34.1)

Lord Kanaloa 
L'Archetto 
(Falbrav) 

Sunday Racing Co., Ltd. 
Northern Farm 
Tetsuya Kimura 

10 3 6 
Danon Smash (JPN) 

Yuga Kawada 

H5 
b. 

57.0 

4.1 

(3) 

2-1/2

(34.7)

Lord Kanaloa 
Spinning Wildcat 
(Hard Spun) 

Danox Co., Ltd. 
K. I. Farm 
Takayuki Yasuda 

11 1 2 
A Will a Way (JPN) 

Kohei Matsuyama 

F4 
b. 

55.0 

38.1

(11)

Head

(34.2)

Just a Way 
Will Power 
(King Kamehameha) 

Katsumi Yoshida 
Northern Racing 
Tomokazu Takano 

12 5 9 
Tower of London (JPN) 

Yuichi Fukunaga 

H5 
b. 

57.0 

3.8 

(1) 

3/4 

(34.5)

Raven's Pass 
Snow Pine 
(Dalakhani) 

Godolphin 
Darley Japan K. K 
Kazuo Fujisawa 

13 7 14 
Mozu Ascot (USA) 

Mirco Demuro 

H6 
ch. 

57.0 

9.8 

(5) 

Neck

(33.7)

Frankel 
India 
(Hennessy) 

Capital System Co., Ltd. 
Summer Wind Farm 
Yoshito Yahagi 

14 7 15 
Nac Venus (JPN) 

Hironobu Tanabe 

M7 
br. 

55.0 

57.6

(14)

2-1/2

(35.3)

Daiwa Major 
Ready to Please 
(More Than Ready) 

Kinya Komatsu 
Shadai Farm 
Hiroaki Sugiura 

15 8 18 
Normcore (JPN) 

Norihiro Yokoyama 

M5 
g. 

55.0 

26.7

(8) 

1-3/4

(35.0)

Harbinger 
Chronologist 
(Kurofune) 

Seiichi Iketani 
Northern Racing 
Kiyoshi Hagiwara 

16 3 5 
Love Kampf (JPN) 

Manabu Sakai 

M5 
d.b. 
55.0 

329.2

(18)

Neck

(35.4)

Shonan Kampf 
Love Heart 
(Meiner Love) 

Yoichi Masuda 
Yoichi Masuda 
Naoyuki Morita 

17 7 13 
Daimei Princess (JPN) 

Shinichiro Akiyama 

M7 
d.b. 
55.0 

245.6

(16)

2 

(35.0)

King Halo 
Daimei Dark 
(Dance in the Dark) 

Koichi Miyamoto 
Koichi Miyamoto 
Naoyuki Morita 

18 5 10 
I Love Tailor (JPN) 

Yutaka Take 

F4 
d.b. 
55.0 

33.2

(10)

DS 

(42.9)

Tosen Ra 
Takesho Regina 
(Dance in the Dark) 

Kouichi Nakanishi 
Tomina Bokujo 
Hiroshi Kawachi 

FP: Final Position / BK: Bracket Number / PP: Post Position / B: Blinker / S&A: Sex & Age / Wgt: Weight (kg) / L3F: Time of Last 3 Furlongs (600m) 
DQ&P: Disqualified and Placed, or Demoted (finished 1st, demoted to 4th) / DS: Distance 
Color: b.=bay / bl.=black / br.=brown / ch.=chestnut / d.b.=dark bay / d.ch.=dark chestnut / g.=gray / w.=white 
NOTE 1: No Foreign Contenders 
NOTE 2: Figures quoted under Odds are shown in form of decimal odds (single unit is ¥100), and Fav indicates the order of favorites. 

 
Turnover for the Race alone: ¥ 12,701,348,200 Turnover for the Day: ¥ 20,032,214,400 
 
Pay-off (for ¥100)   

Win No.16 ¥ 3,230 Bracket Quinella 4-8 ¥ 2,300 Quinella 8-16 ¥ 9,150

Place 

No.16 ¥ 810

Quinella Place

8-16 ¥ 3,540 Exacta 16-8 ¥ 26,540

No.8 ¥ 210 3-16 ¥ 3,770 Trio 3-8-16 ¥ 22,830

No.3 ¥ 290 3-8 ¥ 880 Trifecta 16-8-3 ¥ 217,720

 
Winner= 20 starts, 7 wins, 2 seconds, 1 third / Added money: ¥ 133,948,000 / Career earnings: ¥ 328,825,000 
 

Five-Year-Old Mare Mozu Superflare Registers First G1 Victory in Takamatsunomiya 
Kinen 
In this year’s Takamatsunomiya Kinen, which became the first JRA-G1 race to be held without spectators due 
to the outbreak of the COVID-19, ninth pick Mozu Superflare claimed her first G1 title while crossing the 
wire in second, as Kurino Gaudi was demoted to fourth place due to an interference. This is the first case in 
JRA-G1 history, in which a horse who crossed the wire first was demoted, since Buena Vista was demoted to 



second in the 2010 Japan Cup. Mozu Superflare, only raced in 1,200m and 1,400m races since her debut, 
attained her first graded victory in last year’s Ocean Stakes (G3, 1,200m) and though finishing a disappointing 
15th in the following Takamatsunomiya Kinen, marked a runner-up effort in the Sprinters Stakes (G1, 
1,200m) in September. She kicked off this season with a fourth in the Silk Road Stakes (G3, 1,200m) on 
February 2. This win marked trainer Hidetaka Otonashi’s 13th JRA-G1 victory following the Champions Cup 
with Chrysoberyl in December last year. Jockey Fuma Matsuwaka celebrated his first JRA-G1 victory and 
seventh graded win since debuting in 2014. 
 
The field of 18 broke smoothly with fourth pick Diatonic dashing out but easing back to let Mozu Superflare 
take the front followed by sixth pick Seiun Kosei and 15th pick Kurino Gaudi. While Mozu Superflare, still 
leading the field entering the lane, accelerated strongly for a wire-to-wire victory, Kurino Gaudi, followed by 
Diatonic, closed in from the outside, and caught up with the leader 100 meters out. Second choice Gran 
Alegria, who took the outer route turning the corners after traveling 5-6th from the rear, produced an 
impressive burst of speed, running the tied fastest of the field in the last three furlongs, and caught up with the 
front three horses 50 meters out to unfold a four-horse rally before the wire. 
 
After a long inquiry, Kurino Gaudi, who crossed the wire first, was demoted to fourth for interfering with 
Mozu Superflare and Diatonic 100m out, giving Mozu Superflare her first G1 title. Gran Alegria and 
Diatonic who came in third and fourth were promoted to second and third, respectively. 
 
“She broke well as I hoped she would and was able race in her own rhythm. With the sun coming out in the 
afternoon, the ground was not as bad as we had anticipated, which I think worked in her favor. To be honest, I 
thought that we had lost when we crossed the wire but I’m genuinely happy that we were able to win our first 
G1 title,” commented Fuma Matsuwaka. 
 
Race favorite Tower of London broke well, traveled in mid-division and turned wide around the last corner to 
make bid but was unable to exert his usual strong late kick and finish 12th. 
 

Other Horses: 
5th: (17) Shivaji—settled around 15th, angled out, showed terrific late kick, tied fastest over last 3 furlongs 
6th: (7) Groove It—took economic trip around 15th, angled out, responded well, 3rd fastest over last 3 
furlongs 
7th: (12) Seiun Kosei—tracked leader in 2nd, ran gamely but weakened in last 100m 
8th: (4) Teehaff—sat around 8th, switched to outside, showed effort, overtaken by rivals in last 100m 
9th: (1) Stelvio—hugged rails around 8th, ran willingly until 200m pole, weakened thereafter 
10th: (6) Danon Smash—was off a bit slow, ran 3-wide in 7th, met traffic at early stretch, never fired 
11th: (2) A Will a Way—raced around 8th, showed brief effort, never a threat 
13th: (14) Mozu Ascot—sat 2nd from rear, passed tired rivals at stretch 
14th: (15) Nac Venus—advanced around 4th from wide draw, gradually fell back 
15th: (18) Normcore—ran 4-wide around 8th, faded after turning 4th corner 
16th: (5) Love Kampf—prominent early around 4th, faded after 4th corner 
17th: (13) Daimei Princess—traveled 3-wide around 13th, outrun after 3rd corner 
18th: (10) I Love Tailor—trailed in far rear, no factor 
 
Fractional time (sec./furlong): 12.1 - 10.8 - 11.3 - 11.4 - 11.2 - 11.9 
 Last 4 furlongs: 45.8 Last 3 furlongs: 34.5 
 
Positions at each corner: 3rd corner 16-12,11(3,5,15)6(1,2,4,9,18)(8,13)(7,17)-14=10 
 4th corner 16-12,11(3,6,15)(1,5)(4,9)2(8,18)7(17,13)-14=10 
NOTE 1: Underlined bold number indicates the winning horse. 
NOTE 2: Horse numbers are indicated in the order of their positions at each corner, with the first position listed first. Two or more horses inside 



the same parentheses indicate that they were positioned side by side. Hyphens between the horse numbers indicate that there is 
distance between the former and the latter. The asterisk indicates a slight lead. 


