FROM: Media & Publicity Department, THE JAPAN RACING ASSOCIATION (JRA) @
DATE: October 25, 2026

SUBJECT: RESULT OF THE 87TH KIKUKA SHO (JAPANESE ST. LEGER, G1) JRA
The history of Kikuka Sho, the Japanese St. Leger and the last leg of the Triple Crown race for three-year-
old colts and fillies, dates back to 1938—a year after Japan’s 11 racing clubs integrated into one
organization named Nihon Keiba Kai (forerunner of the JRA). Initially called “Kyoto Norin-sho Shoten
Yonsai Yobiuma Kyoso”, the race was renamed to Kikuka Sho in 1948. The race was held at its temporary
venue of Hanshin Racecourse in 2021 and 2022 while Kyoto Racecourse was undergoing renovation.

The Kikuka Sho features three-year-olds, most of who have matured dramatically during the five months
following the Tokyo Yushun (Japanese Derby, G1, 2,400m) and their summer break. The Kikuka Sho
winners have both the speed and the stamina to prove their caliber as potential breeding stock. The last of
the eight Triple Crown winners in JRA history was Contrail (JPN, by Deep Impact) who followed in the
footsteps of his sire by accomplishing the feat undefeated in 2020.

In the spotlight this year was Lovcen, the double crown champion one race away from the Triple Crown
sweep. The World Premiere colt came into the race from a narrow win in the Kobe Shimbun Hai (G2,
2,400m, Sep.21) where Sea to Summit followed in a close third. Claiming the other trial race, the St. Lite
Kinen (G2, 2,200m, Sep.13), was Justin Chicago with the Spring Stakes (G2, 1,800m) victor Audacia in
third. The last leg of the Classics also included Going to Sky, Congestus, Sanono Greater and Danon
History, respective winners of the Aoba Sho (G2, 2,400m), the Kyoto Shimbun Hai (G2, 2,200m), the
Radio Nikkei Sho (G3, 1,800m) and the Akanko Tokubetsu (2 Wins Class, 2,600m, Aug.16), as well as
Ask Edinburgh and Basse Terre, who finished fourth in the Satsuki Sho (Japanese 2000 Guineas, G1,
2,000m) and third in the Tokyo Yushun, respectively.

THE 87TH KIKUKA SHO (JAPANESE ST. LEGER, G1)
3-year-olds, Colts and Fillies, 3,000 meters (about 15 furlongs), turf, right-handed

Sunday, October 25, 2026 Kyoto Racecourse 11th Race Post time: 15:40

Total prize money: ¥ 434,000,000 (about US$ 2,800,000 <US$1=¥155>) G
3-y-o0: 57 kg (about 126 Ibs), 2 kg allowance for Fillies, 2 kg allowance for Southern Hemisphere-bred born in 2023
Course record: 3:01.0 Race record: 3:01.0 [Toho Jackal (JPN, by Special Week), 2014]

Safety factor: 18 runners Going: Good to Firm

Horse Sl Odds | Margin

Weather: Cloudy
Sire Owner

FP | BK | PP Color Dam Breeder
Jockey Wagt (7 =9 (Dam’s Sire) Trainer
. C3 . Contrail Field Racing
1 5|9 Going to Sky (JPN) b. 120 | 3:04.5 Goin to the Window | Chiyoda Farm Shizunai
Yutaka Take | 574 | (3) | (354) | (14pit) Yuki Uehara
C3 Kitasan Black Silk Racing Co., Ltd.
2| 3|6 Basse Terre (JPN) b. 338 | Nose Mambia Northern Racing
YugaKawada | 574 | (8) | (34.9) | (aidebaran) Takashi Saito
. C3 Epiphaneia Danox Co., Ltd.
3 5 110 Danon H@ory (JPN) ) d.b. 3.0 ! Coasted Northern Farm
Christophe Lemaire | 7 (2) (35.6) (Tizway) Noriyuki Hori
C3 Greater London Nobuyuki Sano
4 | 6 |12 Sanono Qreater (JPN) b. 129.7 12 Meme Kuzariana Okita Bokujo
Hironobu Tanabe 57.0 (14) | (35.0) (Jungle Pocket) Kazuyuki Ogata
. C3 Maurice Kobayashi Eiichi Holdings LLC.
5 | 7 |45 SeatoSummit(PN) S\ 875 1 34 e Valley Kobayashi Eiichi Holdings LLC
Manabu Sakai | 57 | (12) | (36.0) | piscreet Cat) Tatsuya Yoshioka
. C3 Rey de Oro Tetsuhide Kunimoto
6 | 8 |16 Shonan Hayan.am.| (JPN) ch. 576 Neck Shonan Baci Tetsuhide Kunimoto
Kenichi lkezoe 57.0 (10) | (35.1) (Deep Impact) Kunihiko Watanabe
Majorelle Bleu (JPN) C3 715 Neck Contraﬂ Shada! Race Horse Co., Ltd.
7 7 |14 i | d.b. Blooming Alley Shadai Farm
Keita Tosaki | 57 | (11) | (35.7) (Symboli Kris S) Yasuo Tomomichi
C3 Contrail Silk Racing Co., Ltd.
8 1 2 Congestus (JPN), . d.b. 237 Neck Kirramosa Northern Racing
Atsuya Nishimura 57.0 (6) (35.8) (Alamosa) Tomokazu Takano
. C3 Kizuna Sunday Racing Co., Ltd.
9 | o | 3 |Audacia(PN) db. | 229 ' | Lily Noble Shunsuke Yoshida
Akihide Tsumura | 579 | (5) | (36.1) | Ryjership) Takahisa Tezuka




. . C3 Suave Richard Masahiro Miki
10| 3 | 5 JustinChicago (JPN) oh. | 202 ' | Erika Bright Masahiro Miki
Yusuke Hara 57.0 ) (36.0) (King Kamehameha) | Keisuke Miyata
. C3 Kitasan Black Sunday Racing Co., Ltd.
11| g | 47 | Charing Cross (JPN) br. | 2031 12 | picing Cross Northern Racing
Yukito Ishikawa 57.0 (15) | (36.0) (Cape Cross) Takeshi Okumura
C3 Benbatl Green Farm Co., Ltd.
12 | 4 7 Large Ensemble (J,PN) ) b. 2103 34 Nasuno Forte Nasuno Bokujo
Ryusei Sakai | 574 | (16) | (36.6) (Just a Way) Ryo Takei
, . C3 Kitasan Black M's Racing
13 | 1 | 1 | MsBegin(JPN) db. | 230 1 12 pehinia Northern Racing
Mirai Iwata 57.0 ©) (35.9) (Galileo) Yasuo Tomomichi
Lovcen (JPN) C3 18 1 World Brgmlere Forest Racing
14 | 4 8 : d.b. Songwriting Northern Farm
Kohei Matsuyama 57.0 (1) (36.7) (Giant's Causeway) Haruki Sugiyama
. C3 Danon Premium Nobuyuki Hiraguchi
15 | 7 | 13 | King Glory (UPN) p, | 1283 112 Moon MT Farm
Yuji Tannai 57.0 (13) | (39.8) (Duke of Marmalade) | Masaaki Koga
. C3 Kitasan Black Osumi Co., Ltd.
16 | 8 | 1g | NevitaEsperanza (JPN) | 0 12374 1 DS o0y Mishima Bokujo
Yuichi Kitamura | 57 o | (17) | (39.0) | (jnyincible Spirit) Yuichi Fukunaga
. C3 Leontes Toshihiro Hirosaki
17 | 6 | 11 | AskEdinburgh (JPN) br. | 328 | 3 | Honey Trip Toshihiro Hirosaki
Yasunari lwata 57.0 (7) (39.4) (Manhattan Cafe) Yuichi Fukunaga
C3 Harbinger Tetsuhide Kunimoto
18| 2 | 4 | ShonanGulf (JPN) b, | 805 212 e inG Shunsuke Yoshida
Osuke Tayama 57.0 (18) | (394) (Heart's Cry) Naosuke Sugai

FP: Final Position / BK: Bracket Number / PP: Post Position / B: Blinker / S&A: Sex & Age / Wgt: Weight (kg) / L3F: Time of Last 3 Furlongs (600m)
DS: Distance

Color: b.=bay / bl.=black / br.=brown / ch.=chestnut / d.b.=dark bay / d.ch.=dark chestnut / g.=gray / w.=white

NOTE: Figures quoted under Odds are shown in form of decimal odds (single unit is ¥100), and Fav indicates the order of favorites.

Turnover for the Race alone: ¥ 23,768,562,900 Turnover for the Day: ¥ 34,024,087,700 Attendance: 52,126

Pay-off (for ¥100)

Win | No.9 ¥ 1,200 Bracket Quinella 3-5 ¥1,270 | Quinella 6-9 ¥ 11,530
No.9 ¥ 370 6-9 ¥ 2.670 Exacta 9-6 ¥ 25,160

Place No.6 ¥ 730 Quinella Place 9-10 ¥ 700 Trio 6-9-10 ¥ 8,580
No.10 ¥ 210 6-10 ¥ 1,270 Trifecta 9-6-10 ¥ 113,300

Winner= 7 starts: 3 wins & 1 third / Added & stakes money: ¥ 228,140,000 / Career earnings: ¥ 344,298,000

Going to Sky Stands in Kikuka Sho (Japanese St. Leger)

Amid high expectations of a Triple Crown, third favorite Going to Sky, bouncing back from a sixth-place
finish in the St. Lite Kinen (G2, 2,200m) on September 13, captured the final leg of the Triple Crown, the
Kikuka Sho (Japanese St. Leger), denying double-crown champion Lovcen the sweep. Sired by 2020 Triple
Crown winner Contrail, the bay colt won his debut race in October (Tokyo, 2,000m) before registering a
third in the Kyoto Nisai Stakes (G3, 2,000m) the next month. After finishing sixth in the Kisaragi Sho (G3,
1,800m) this February, he grabbed his first graded title in the Aoba Sho (G2, 2,400m) in April, which was
followed by a fourth in the Tokyo Yushun (Japanese Derby, G1, 2,400m). This victory marked the first G1
title for both his sire and trainer Yuki Uehara who opened his yard in 2023 and had scored four grade-races
prior to the Kikuka Sho. Jockey Yutaka Take won his 87th JRA-G1 title, his first since this year’s
Takarazuka Kinen aboard Meisho Tabaru, and sixth Kikuka Sho triumph after Super Creek (1988), Dance
in the Dark (1996), Air Shakur (2000), Deep Impact (2005) and World Premiere (2019). He set a new
record for the most Kikuka Sho victories.

Going to SKy broke smoothly and took a ground-saving trip in mid-pack while King Glory gunned for the
lead to set the pace, widely distancing himself with the rest of the field. The frontrunner’s huge lead of
nearly 20 lengths in the backstretch gradually dwindled as the field rounded the final corners. Entering the



straight, the Contrail colt was shifted a few paths off the rail, advanced through an opening to take command
100 meters out and surged to the wire, narrowly holding off the runner-up’s late charge to prevail by a nose.

“I knew there were some strong horses in the field, but I wanted to focus on riding my own race. I’ve ridden
this colt several times now, and I’d given a lot of thought to how best to ride him. He settled nicely in a
good spot along the rail, and I felt we were in a very good rhythm. I decided to wait and make our move in
the stretch. He responded well once given a green light and with about 200 meters to go, I thought we might
win. He ran a good race in the Derby, and I felt we had a good chance in the last leg of the Triple Crown,”
commented Yutaka Take.

Eighth pick Basse Terre was unhurried from the start, traveling near the rear up to the final turn. Heading
for home with the fastest last three-furlong speed, the Kitasan Black colt kicked into gear bumping a rival
in early stretch, then squeezed through a gap while briefly blocking the race favorite and unleashed a strong
drive to the wire to threaten the eventual winner for the runner-up spot.

Second choice Danon History traveled most of the distance wide around sixth and gradually improved
position to enter the lane in third. Battling with rivals for the lead, the son of Epiphaneia was overtaken by
the eventual winner on the inside and runner-up from the outside in the last 200 meters but found another
gear in the final strides to secure third place while fending off the fast-closing Sanono Greater by half a
length.

Heavily favored Lovcen broke poorly and was forced to sit among the trailing runners, fourth to fifth from
the rear. Attempting to make up ground, the colt made rapid headway from the outside before the third
corner and although hitting the stretch in good striking position, the star colt could not match the charge of
his rivals and faded to 14th.

Other contenders:

4th: (12) Sanono Greater—ran on rails around 12th, launched 2nd fastest late kick but belatedly

Sth: (15) Sea to Summit—chased distant leader in 2nd, ran gamely until 100m out

6th: (16) Shonan Hayanami—traveled near rear, circled wide, showed belated charge

7th: (14) Majorelle Bleu—settled around 8th, rallied for lead at 200m out, weakened in last 100m

8th: (2) Congestus—traveled around 9th, showed effort but checked by rival at 200m pole

9th: (3) Audacia—sat around 14th, advanced in backstretch, checked by rival at early stretch, showed little
10th: (5) Justin Chicago—hugged rails in 6th early, dropped position in backstretch, showed brief effort
11th: (17) Charing Cross—positioned wide around 9th, lacked needed kick

12th: (7) Large Ensemble—raced around 5th, remained in contention until 200m pole

13th: (1) M's Begin—trailed in rear on rails, even paced at stretch

15th: (13) King Glory—set fast pace, extended lead to more than 20 lengths at one point, weakened
16th: (18) Narita Esperanza—ran around 3rd, faded after 4th corner

17th: (11) Ask Edinburgh—saved ground around 3rd, failed to sustain bid, dropped back

18th: (4) Shonan Gulf—traveled around 15th inside favorite, no factor

Fractional time: 131-112-111-116-114-118-123-126-12.7-129-13.0-12.6-13.0-13.2-12.0
(sec./furlong) Last 4 furlongs: 50.8 Last 3 furlongs: 38.2
Positions at each corner: 1st corner 13=15,18,11,7(5,10)14(9,2,17)(12,8)3,4,6-16,1

2nd corner 13=15,18,11,7,5(14,10)(9,2,17)(12,8)(4,3)6-(1,16)

3rd corner (2nd lap) 13=15,18(11,7,10)9(14,2,8,3)(5,4 )(12 17)(1,6)16
4th corner (2nd lap) 13=15(7,10)(18,8)(11,9,14,2,3)(5,6)(17,16)12,4,1
NOTE 1: Underlined bold number indicates the winning horse.
NOTE 2: Horse numbers are indicated in the order of their positions at each corner, with the first position listed first. Two or more horses inside
the same parentheses indicate that they were positioned side by side. Hyphens between the horse numbers indicate that there is
distance between the former and the latter. The asterisk indicates a slight lead.




