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A fanfare sounds to signal the start of the race. Now’s your moment to cheer 
on your horse!

Races are run on the flat or with hurdles. As well as turf courses, there are also dirt courses in Japan.

The track condition is 
shown on the placing re-
sults board and elsewhere. 

Racing colours differ 
from owner to owner, 
with designs combined 
from a standard set of 
patterns and colours. 
During a race, horses 
can be distinguished by 
their jockeys’ colours 
and designated cap 
colours (post colours).

Cap 
colours

Silk

Even when the horses are far away, you can 
watch the race on the Turf Vision screen.

Horses canter to warm up before a race. As the start time approaches, the horses 
gather behind the starting gate.

A fanfare sounds, and the race gets underway.The horses follow the lead pony onto the track. The runners appear in the Parade Ring 
about half an hour before a race begins.

Parade Ring Track entry Warming up Circle Start The race 

Race

Turf Course Dirt Course

Come on!!!

When the action is on the far side, you can watch the race on a giant   
“Turf Vision” screen.



Winning bets arevalid for 60 days.
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Winning Post

The final rush towards the finish line can 
be quite breathtaking!

The winning horse proceeds to the Winners’ 
Circle for a presentation.

In some GI races, the winning horse goes on 
a lap of honor.

Finish Winning run Presentation 

Did your horse win? 
Off you go to collect your winnings!

▲Payout amounts are shown once the official placings have 
been decided.

The blue “Shingi” (Inquiry) lamp on the 
results board near the finishing post 
means that an incident during the race 
is being investigated. The final placings 
may change as a result, so don’t throw 
your betting tickets away just yet! When 
the red “Kakutei” (Official) lamp goes on, 
it means that the placings have been of-
ficially decided. Now you can cash in 
your winning bets. Payouts are indicated 
as the amount paid for a ¥100 bet. They 
can be checked via Turf Vision, on-track 
monitors and through on-track an-
nouncements.

All you do is put the winning slip in the slot. The 
winnings will be calculated and paid out 
automatically.

Blue lamp: Stewards’ 
inquiry in progress

Red lamp: Official placings
decided

A “photo finish” is 
used to decide the 
winner when the fin-
ish is too close to 
call.

Manners
Please refrain from rais-
ing your voice when 
horses are in the Parade 
Ring, entering the track 
or inside the starting 
gates, as this could star-
tle them. The same ap-
plies to throwing waste 
paper or loose items 
near the finishing line. 
This can seriously hinder 
the progression of a race. 

Turf Vision

2400m start

1600m start

Finish 

Payouts are made from automatic 
payout  machines.
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