
 
 
FROM: Toshiyuki Konishi 
 General Manager, Media & Publicity Department, THE JAPAN RACING ASSOCIATION (JRA) 
DATE: February 21, 2010 
SUBJECT: RESULT OF THE 27TH FEBRUARY STAKES (G1) 
Japanese horse racing, which developed following the examples set by British racing, was held mainly on turf. However, 
races over dirt tracks that were popular in the U.S. quickly became widely used in racetracks around the country since the 
Tokyo Racecourse implemented a new dirt track in 1960. However, the mainstream of major JRA races remained over turf 
and the February Stakes (then called February Handicap) established in 1984 together with the Winter Stakes (now named 
Tokai Stakes G2 and held in May) in conjunction with the new grading system, was one of just four graded dirt races at the 
time—the current number of graded dirt events is 15. 
In 1995, the JRA and the NAR (Regional Public Racing) set up a joint racing program to allow thoroughbreds that are 
suited to dirt racing to follow a step-by-step program and an opportunity to become a respected G1 winner in the field of 
dirt racing. Now, while most of the major dirt events are held on NAR racetracks (most NAR tracks only have dirt courses), 
the February Stakes, which was upgraded to G2 in 1994 and then to G1 in 1997, took pride in being the highest prized event 
until the Japan Cup Dirt (G1) took over in 2000.  
Past winners have included Agnes Digital (USA, by Crafty Prospector, ‘02), Admire Don (JPN, by Timber Country, ‘04), 
Kane Hekili (JPN, by Fuji Kiseki, ‘06) and Vermilion (JPN, by El Condor Pasa, ’08)—all four having won multiple G1 
races and listed their names as JRA award winners.  
This year’s race featured last year’s defending champion Success Brocken who marked a new race record of 1:34.6 over 
the mile distance when winning the race in 2009 while Espoir City, winner of the 2009 Japan Cup Dirt (G1, 1,800m) and 
JRA award winner of Best Dirt Horse of 2009, kicked off his five-year-old campaign as race favorite in the race. Champion 
turf sprinter Laurel Guerreiro made his dirt debut in this race in his quest for his chances in a new field. 
 
THE 27TH FEBRUARY STAKES (G1) 
4-year-old & up, 1,600 meters (about 1 mile), dirt, left handed 
Sunday, February 21, 2010 Tokyo Racecourse 11th Race Post time: 15:40 
Total prize money: ¥199,140,000 (US$2,212,000 US$ 1 = ¥ 90) 
4-y-o & up: 57kg (about 126lbs), 
1kg allowance for Southern Hemisphere horses born in 2006, 2kg allowance for fillies & mares 
Safety Factor: 16 runners (Foreign Trained Horses: 8) 

FP BK PP Horse 
Sex 
Age 

Wgt 
(kg) 

Sire 
Dam 

Jockey 
Trainer 

Owner 
Breeder 

Margin
(L3F)

Odds 
(Fav)

1 2 4 
Espoir City 

(JPN) 
H5 57.0 

Gold Allure 
Eminent City 

T. Sato 
A. Adachi 

Yushun Horse 
Ikuchise Bokujo 

1:34.9
(35.6)

1.7 
(1) 

2 2 3 
Testa Matta 

(USA) 
C4 57.0 

Tapit 
Difficult 

Y. Iwata 
A. Murayama

K. Yoshida 
Waterford Farm 

2-1/2
(35.5)

13.0 
(5) 

3 3 6 
Success Brocken 

(JPN) 
H5 57.0 

Symboli Kris S 
Success Beauty 

H. Uchida 
H. Fujiwara 

T. Takashima 
T. Takashima 

3-1/2
(36.5)

6.4 
(2) 

4 1 2 
Keiai Tenjin 

(JPN) 
C4 57.0 

Agnes Digital 
Sugino Senhime 

H. Shii 
T. Shirai 

Keiai Gisizairyo 
 Hanbaisyo Co. Ltd. 
M. Inui 

5 
(37.3)

136.5
(14) 

5 6 12 
Glorious Noah 

(JPN) 
C4 57.0 

Precise End 
Love Robbery 

S. Kobayashi 
Y. Yahagi 

Yoko Takano 
Samekawa Bokujo 

1-1/2
(37.0)

15.1 
(6) 

6 1 1 
Daisho Jet 

(JPN) 
H7 57.0 

Cryptic Rascal 
Duty Echo 

Y. Shibayama
H. Oneda 

Y. Baba 
Yamada Farm 

Neck
(37.5)

68.3 
(10) 

7 7 13 
Laurel Guerreiro 

(JPN) 
H6 57.0 

King Halo 
Big Tenby 

S. Fujita 
M. Kon 

Laurel Racing Co .Ltd. 
Murata Bokujo 

Neck
(37.9)

34.0 
(8) 

8 4 7 
Tosen Bright 

(JPN) 
H9 57.0 

Brian's Time 
Asahi Bright 

H. Kitamura 
Y. Kato 

T. Shimakawa 
Okada Stud 

Neck
(37.3)

236.0
(15) 

9 6 11 
Suni 

(USA) 
C4 57.0 

Soto 
Enabru 

Y. Kawada 
N. Yoshida 

K. Yoshida 
Highclere Inc. 

1-3/4
(37.1)

26.6 
(7) 

10 7 14 
Reach the Crown 

(JPN) 
C4 57.0 

Special Week 
Crownpiece 

Y. Take 
K. Hashiguchi

H. Usuda 
H. Usuda 

3/4 
(37.8)

9.5 
(4) 

11 8 15 
Million Disk 

(JPN) 
H6 57.0 

Afleet 
Happy Request 

C. Lemaire 
Y. Arakawa 

Shadai Race H. 
Shadai Farm 

2-1/2
(37.7)

81.5 
(11) 

12 4 8 
Red Spada 

(JPN) 
C4 57.0 

Taiki Shuttle 
Barbicat 

N. Yokoyama
K. Fujisawa 

TokyoHorseRacingCo. 
Ltd 

2-1/2
(39.0)

9.3 
(3) 



Shimokobe Farm 

13 8 16 
Wild Wonder 

(JPN) 
H8 57.0 

Brian's Time 
Waltz Dancer 

M. Ebina 
T. Kubota 

T. Kusama 
T. Kusama 

2 
(38.3)

81.5 
(12) 

14 5 9 
Zarema 

(JPN) 
M6 55.0 

Dance in the Dark
Shenck 

M. Demuro 
H. Otonashi 

T. Yoshida 
Shadai Farm 

4 
(39.3)

100.6
(13) 

15 3 5 
Super Hornet 

(JPN) 
H7 57.0 

Rodrigo de Triano
You Sun Polish 

Y. Fujioka 
Y. Yahagi 

M. Tajima 
Gerbera Park Stud 

Dist 
(41.9)

53.6 
(9) 

  5 10 
Oro Meister 

(JPN) 
H5 57.0 

Gold Allure 
Fairy Waltz 

Y. Yoshida 
Y. Okubo 

Sunday Racing Co. Ltd. 
Oiwake Farm 

Scratched 

FP=Final Position  BK=Bracket Number  PP=Post Position  B=Blinkers  L3F=Time of Last 3 Furlongs (600m)  Dist=Distance 
NOTE1:  No Foreign Contenders. 
NOTE2:  Figures quoted under Odds are Win Odds, which show the amount of money you get back per single unit (100yen), and 

Fav indicates the order of favorites. 
 
 
WINNING TIME: 1:34.9 GOING: Standard  WEATHER: Fine 
TURNOVER FOR THE RACE ALONE:    ¥ 13,184,550,800 
TURNOVER FOR THE DAY:        ¥ 22,473,462,100      ATTENDANCE: 61,304 
 

PAY-OFF (for ¥100) 

WIN No.4 ¥170 No.4 ¥110 

BRACKET QUINELLA 2-2 ¥910 No.3 ¥240 

QUINELLA 3-4 ¥890

PLACE

No.6 ¥160 

EXACTA 4-3 ¥1,190 3-4 ¥330 

TRIO 3-4-6 ¥1,160 4-6 ¥210 

TRIFECTA 4-3-6 ¥4,190

QUINELLA PLACE

3-6 ¥840 
 
1. ESPOIR CITY (JPN), chestnut, horse, 5-year-old 

Gold Allure / Eminent City (Brian’s Time) 
 Breeder: Ikuchise Bokujo Owner: Yushun Horse 
 Trainer: Akio Adachi Jockey: Tetsuzo Sato 
 18 Starts, 10 Wins 
 Added money: ¥97,444,000 Career earnings: ¥487,775,000 
 Principal Race Performances: ’09 Japan Cup Dirt (G1)  1st 
  ’09 Mile Championship Nambu Hai 1st 
  ’09 Kashiwa Kinen  1st 
 
2. TESTA MATTA (USA), bay, colt, 4-year-old 

Tapit / Difficult (Concern) 
 Breeder: Waterford Farm Owner: Kazumi Yoshida 
 Trainer: Akira Murayama Jockey: Yasunari Iwata 
 
3. SUCCESS BROCKEN (JPN), dark bay or brown, horse, 5-year-old 

Symboli Kris S / Success Beauty (Sunday Silence) 
 Breeder: Tetsu Takashima Owner: Tetsu Takashima 
 Trainer: Hideaki Fujiwara Jockey: Hiroyuki Uchida 
 
 
Heavy favorite and JRA’s award winner for Best Dirt Horse of 2009 lived up to expectations claiming the first dirt G1 
event of this season in the February Stakes. Espoir City, in his first start since his victory in last year’s Japan Cup Dirt (G1, 
dirt 1,800m), settled in second position behind Laurel Guerreiro most of the way and sprinted to make headway 400 
meters out and was uncontested for the rest of the way for a 2/-1/2 victory. Testa Matta came impressively from traveling 
mid-division to overtake defending champion Success Brocken in the last 200 meters for second place. Success Brocken, 
also coming from mid-division, attempted to launch his bid at the stretch from the outside but didn’t have enough to 
threaten the winner and was outrun by Testa Matta, finishing third, 5-length in front of the rest of the field. 
 



 
Espoir City came into the race much bolder in frame and 20 kilos extra in weight since his start last year in the same race 
in which he finished fourth. Tetsuzo Sato commented in the post race interview, that the chestnut had improved 
considerably in his start and his concentration, and that he was confident that the Japan Cup Dirt winner was well up to 
taking on international G1 competition if he was to start in Dubai World Cup (UAE G1, AW 2,000m), for which he is 
invited to run.  
 
Espoir City and his sire, Gold Allure (JPN, by Sunday Silence) who won the race in 2003, became the first father and son 
to claim the February Stakes title.  
 

4th: (2) KEIAI TENJIN –saved ground in third, held well at stretch  

5th: (12) GLORIOUS NOAH –traveled well off the pace, best stride late 

6th: (1) DAISHO JET – mid division along the rail, angled out but failed to threaten 

7th: (13) LAUREL GUERREIRO –first dirt race, broke sharply to set fast pace, gave way 400 meters out 

8th: (7) TOSEN BRIGHT –even paced 

9th: (11) SUNI –saved ground in back group, willingly at stretch but unable to reach contention 

10th: (14) REACH THE CROWN –first dirt race, never a contender 

11th: (15) MILLION DISK –no speed 

12th: (8) RED SPADA –first dirt race, well rated from good start, used up at head of the stretch 

13th: (16) WILD WONDER –trailed field, passed tired rivals 

14th: (9) ZAREMA –never a factor 

15th: (5) SUPER HORNET –first dirt race, no response when asked 
 
 
Fractional Time (sec./furlong):    12.1 - 11.0 - 11.7 - 12.2 - 12.2 - 12.1 - 11.6 - 12.0 
 Last 4 furlongs: 47.9    Last 3 furlongs: 35.7 
 
Positions at each corner: 3rd corner 13,4-(2,8)(1,6)(3,5,7,9,14)(11,12,15,16) 
 4th corner 13,4(2,1,8,6)(3,7,14)(5,9,12)(11,15)16 
 
Note1: Underlined bold number indicates the winning horse 
Note2: horse numbers are indicated in the order of their positions at each corner, with the first position listed first. Two or more 

horses inside the same parentheses indicate that they were positioned side by side. Hyphens between the horse numbers 
indicate that there is distance between the former and the latter. The asterisk indicates a slight lead. 


